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in purifying Hinduism, by getting   the   doors   of   Hindu temples opened to all who
describe themselves as Hindus.
I shall next refer to the curse that to my   mind   stands   next in ugliness to the
one I have just adverted to—I mean the hydra-headed monster of communalism, the
Brahmin-Non-Brahmin feud,  that corrupts alike  your politics, your religion, and
even your social reforms.   To a South Indian who says, 4We have no   Hindu-Moslem
problem here, it has become  quite usustLfor another South Indian to retort, *Why,
there is the Brahmin-Non-Brahmin problem 1'    Now  genlemen,  I can  understand
a healthy revolt against pernicious customs and traditions, that a priesthood may
seek to impose upon us.    I can    appreciate    and    would  even    congratulate   a
campaign started by Non-Brahmins for the   inclusion  within  their fold of the so-
called untouchables, the   Adi-Drayids, and  can imagine them   proclaiming to the
orthodox Brahmins, £We will claim as our own the vast mass of humanity you have
taught us to regard as untouchables and  unapproachables ;   it is open to yu to
join us or to form a narrow class of untouchables of your own/    If the Non-Brahmins
assume this attitude, I am sure they would earn the lasting gratitude of Hinduism.
If they are dissatisfied  with  the  prevailing  tenents  and traditions of Hinduism—
I don't say Brahminism—they can invite the co-operation of the enlightened Brahmins
and carry on a united campaign against them, for all  Brahmins do not belong to
the category of the hide-bound priesthood.'    But instead of that we find  a campaign
organised against Brahmins as   a class, a campaign of hatred carrying in its sweep
not only the Brahmins, but all the best traditions   of our   Aryan   culture.     Instead
of seeking to purge Hinduism  of its excrescences, a   selection of Non-Brahmins
seems to stir up the base and selfish   passions of ignorant men   and  turn what
should be a civilizing and purifying movement into a   campaign for securing th$
largest number of loaves and fishes.   Even the  Khadi   movement   than which I
cannot think of a more healthy leveller of inequalities, is by some condemned as a
Brahmin movement and one of the most spotless of Brahmins, who is free from all
the traces of narrow  Brahminism   and whose whole life is being devoted to the
service of the poor and the down-trodden Non-Brahmins, is painted as an incarnation
of the devil in some quarters.   All this is nothing short of national suicide.   You have
your youth leagues here as we have in our part of the country.   I cannot think of
better work for them than to organise a crusade against the double cures of commu-
nalism and untouchability.
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Having thus exercised the privileges of a Non-Brahmin to address a few
words to brother Non-Brahmins, I will address a brief appeal to the
Brahmins. If the Brahmin—Non-Brahmin trouble is in its ultimate analysis*
nothing but a quarrel of office-seekers, why will not the Brahmins
exorcise their proud prerogative of service and sacrifice, and wash their
hands off the squabble altogether? In this connection the tradition built up by the
Harobudri Brahmins of Kerala is worthy of adoption by Brahmins everywhere.
I ana informed that Nambudri Brahmins as a rule do not take up any paid service^
Government or private. And as regards the purification of Hinduism, what worthier
Brahmin reformers could one expect to have than my friends Sjt. S. Srinivasa
I^engar or the Rt. Hon. Srinivasa Sastri, to take only two names most familiar to me?
Some one has said that rags have no sex. Neither have they any caste nor
creed. What they have and know is poverty and that to them is a more oppressive
burden than any distinction of caste or creed. I challenge those who claim to be
tbeir advocates to find out better means of their uplift than Khadi and Prohibition,^
For me to talk of Khadi and Prohibition in this province is like carrying coals to
Those who have heard Sjt. Rajagopalcfeari need not be told that after
there is^ no more persuasive advocate of Khadi. His advocacy is not that
lawyer arguing out his case in a detached way, His advocacy comes out of an
heart_wbose haunts are the poverty-stricken huts of the country-side and
"action that it is impossible otherwise to carry a ray of sunshine in those;
tl (Darkness. But in the main home of Khadi where it supports
Ir^ ^j$t wojjjeB, we find a rather novel type of criticism levelled at
stories s^3 Is a sweating system. Will they show us a purer and
~-----^---- 1 '|y bread to the millions of our starving men
$eb©w tii at for the vast mass of tbe

